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Press release  

 

ILMAC BASEL 2025 

Ilmac celebrates its 66th year with a bold new format, world-class 

speakers, and a major anniversary party. 

 

Basel, March 2025  

From 16 to 18 September, Ilmac Basel will once again unite the chemical and life sciences community 

at one of the world’s premier innovation hubs. Over 400 exhibitors from more than 20 countries will 

showcase their latest products and solutions, while a dynamic program of established and new 

formats fosters idea exchange and high-impact networking. A standout highlight: the Ilmac party 

celebrating the event’s 66th anniversary.  

 

As one of the industry’s leading events, Ilmac attracts over 12,000 professionals from across the 

chemical and life sciences sectors. The trade fair offers a platform for both global players – including 

Metrohm, Mettler Toledo, Bruker, Hamilton, Endress+Hauser, Siemens and Agilent – and next-

generation innovators in the thriving startup space. A diverse supporting program spans four themed 

stages, designed to spark dialogue, collaboration, and meaningful connections. 

 

A global hub for life sciences – and Ilmac’s home base 

Basel stands among the world’s foremost centers for chemical and life sciences – a powerhouse of 

pharmaceutical innovation where two-thirds of the entire pharma value chain is generated. This makes 

the region one of the most productive life sciences ecosystems worldwide. Ilmac plays a vital role in 

this success story: what began in 1959 as a Swiss trade fair for laboratory, measurement and 

automation technology has evolved into an international platform spanning the entire value chain. 

Today, Ilmac unites experts and innovators from across the globe, amplifying both regional and 

international value creation.  

“This year's Ilmac reflects the evolution – from a national trade fair into a global platform with 

renowned speakers and exclusive networking opportunities,” explains Céline Futterknecht, Exhibition 

Director of Ilmac. 

 

Expanded formats, new experiences  

The 2025 edition introduces several new highlights alongside Ilmac’s most popular formats. The 

Startup-Area returns in an expanded version, now joined by the Job Connect exhibition zone – a 

dedicated space for companies to promote career opportunities and connect with skilled professionals. 
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Two new networking concepts will debut this year: the Future Talks Corner in the Future of Life 

Sciences area, and the Coffee Talks Corner within the Pharma Logistics Days exhibition.  

Back for its fourth edition, Pharma Logistics Days continues to offer deep industry insights into 

pharmaceutical logistics. Another standout initiative is Women in Life Sciences - featuring an 

exclusive program and a celebratory cocktail reception to spotlight the contributions of women across 

the sector.  

And of course, the big celebration: Ilmac’s 66th anniversary party, hosted in the vibrant "Bamboo 

Nest" adjacent to the entrance hall. A perfect setting for informal networking and strengthening 

community connections. 

 

Ilmac Conference: three days of cutting-edge insights 

This year's Ilmac Conference returns to Basel with world-class speakers from research, development, 

and industry – tackling the most urgent topics shaping the future of life sciences and chemistry. This 

year’s program spans three thematic focus days: 

• 16 September - Artificial intelligence & Digital Methods 

• 17 September - Sustainable Applications & Key Technologies 

• 18 September - Biotechnology & Biomanufacturing: Sustainable Processes and Products 

Curated in close collaboration with the Swiss Chemical Society (SCS), the conference reflects a 

shared commitment to innovation.  

“We have been supporting Ilmac as a partner for 66 years. Basel offers the ideal environment for 

innovation and collaboration,” says David Spichiger, Managing Director of the Swiss Chemical Society. 

 

Future-focused content and hands-on innovation 

The new Future of Life Sciences area offers an interactive deep dive into next-gen topics across life 

sciences, robotics, and artificial intelligence. Companies will demo their innovations live, inviting 

visitors to engage directly with emerging technologies shaping tomorrow.  

On the dedicated stage, a curated program of panels, presentations, and start-up pitches will explore 

future-defining themes such as AI, green biotechnology, and sustainability.  

Stage topics by day: 

• 16 September - AI in Drug Research & Manufacturing 

• 17 September - Green Biotech & Sustainable R&D 

• 18 September - Skills, Labs & the Future of Basel 

 

Ilmac 365: connecting the community year-round 

Ilmac 365 extends the reach of the live event into the digital space – supporting networking, discovery, 

and planning throughout the year. Visitors can use the platform to connect with exhibitors, schedule 

appointments, and pre-register for presentations and panels in advance.  
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New features for 2025 include in-app ticket purchases and an integrated lead management system for 

exhibitors.  

“The Ilmac 365 app helps you stay organised on-site and get the most out of your time at Ilmac,” says 

Exhibition Director Céline Futterknecht.  

Explore the Ilmac Community Network at www.ilmac.ch.  

 

 

About Ilmac 

 

First held in Basel in 1959, Ilmac has grown from a Swiss laboratory trade fair into one of the 

most influential platforms for the chemical and life sciences industry. Today, it connects over 

400 exhibitors with more than 12,000 trade visitors, driving innovation and collaboration 

across the entire value chain. 

Under the promise, “Inspiring the Future of Chemistry and Life Sciences,” Ilmac showcases 

the latest breakthroughs in research and industry across its two anchor locations: Basel and 

Lausanne. Beyond the exhibition floor, the event features an extensive program of expert 

talks, workshops, and networking opportunities. 

The next edition will take place in Hall 1.0 at Messe Basel from 16 to 18 September 2025. 

Highlights include the Ilmac Conference, Startup Area, Future of Life Sciences Area, 

Speakers Corner, and the special exhibitions Pharma Logistics Days and Job Connect. A 

new addition for 2025 is the Women in Life Sciences initiative, offering women in the field a 

dedicated platform and exclusive event series. 

To mark Ilmac’s 66th anniversary, a major evening celebration will be held in the "Bamboo 

Nest", creating space for informal exchange and celebration within the Ilmac community.  

 

Looking for more information? 

Explore the fact sheet or visit www.ilmac.ch for full program details, exhibitor information, and 

practical planning tools. 

 

MCH Group 

The MCH Group has its headquarters in Basel and is an internationally operating experience-marketing company 

with a comprehensive service network and an international range of experience-marketing solutions. The 

Exhibitions & Events division organises some 170 guest events every year as well as 25 of its own events and 

trade fairs in Switzerland, including leading domestic platforms such as Swissbau, Igeho and Giardina. With 

Messe Basel, the Congress Center Basel, and Messe Zürich, MCH also operates Switzerland’s largest 

multifunctional event infrastructures in terms of surface area. The company employs over 800 permanent staff, 

roughly half of whom are based in Switzerland and the USA. For more information, please visit: www.mch-

group.com 

 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.mch-events.ch%2F%3Fqs%3Dec33bc46ee8e50bdbc1383510a9fadeba7a88418236b15f79f895054ae249a95d09319ba0f75bc2708d54902e29d124bb763ffca19d5a9d2&data=05%7C02%7CAnne.Klipfel%40messe.ch%7Cf852e1b2d5e24a56f69808dd4f44b34b%7C4deb802ffdf24ebeae9b8df74fb06435%7C0%7C0%7C638753878652788010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5fBx9%2BqsssoymNhbaseD0D78QRo3Gkt2Z8q1P%2BFEnGY%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ilmac.ch/
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Media Contacts  

Céline Futterknecht    Anne Klipfel 
Exhibition Director   Marketing & Communications Manager 
Phone: +41 58 206 23 70   Tel.: +41 58 206 31 06 
celine.futterknecht@ilmac.ch   anne.klipfel@ilmac.ch 
 

Social Media  

Twitter    @ilmac_basel | #ilmac 
Linkedin    messeilmac  
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